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Introduction
The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) is responsible for the development and delivery  
of statutory tests and assessments. STA is an executive agency of the Department  
for Education. 

This booklet contains the mark schemes for the assessment of level 6 mathematics. Level 
threshold tables will be available at www.gov.uk/sta from Tuesday 7 July, 2015. 

The level 6 mathematics test is made up of 2 papers. A total of 50 marks is available. 

•	 	Paper 1: non-calculator paper (24 marks) 
•	 Paper 2: calculator paper (26 marks) 

There is no mental mathematics paper in the level 6 test. 

As in previous years, external markers will mark the key stage 2 national curriculum tests. The 
mark schemes are made available to teachers after the tests have been taken. 

The mark schemes were written and developed alongside the questions. Pupils’ responses from 
trialling have been added as examples to the mark schemes to ensure they reflect how pupils 
respond to the questions. The mark schemes indicate the criteria on which judgements should 
be made. In applying these principles, markers use professional judgement based on the training 
they have received. 

A number of questions in both papers contain elements of using and applying mathematics. 
These are not referenced explicitly in the mark scheme.

The mathematics test mark schemes
The marking information for each question is set out in the form of tables, which start on 
page 10 of this booklet. 

The ‘Question’ column on the left-hand side of each table provides a quick reference to the 
question number and the question part. 

The ‘Requirement’ column may include 2 types of information:

•	 a statement of the requirements for the award of each mark, with an indication of 	
whether credit can be given for correct working; and

•	 examples of some different types of correct response.

The ‘Mark’ column indicates the total number of marks available for each question part. 

The ‘Additional guidance’ column indicates alternative acceptable responses, and provides 
details of specific types of response that are unacceptable. Other guidance, such as the 
range of acceptable answers, is provided as necessary. The ‘!’ is used to indicate responses 
that are not presented conventionally but are awarded 1 or more marks in recognition of 
pupils’ mathematical understanding at this age.

Applying the mark schemes

To ensure consistency of marking, the most frequent queries about applying the mark 
schemes are listed on pages 4 and 5 along with the action the marker will take. This is 
followed by further guidance on pages 6 and 7 relating to the marking of questions that 
involve money, time and other measures. Specific guidance on marking responses involving 
coordinates, probability and algebra is given on pages 8 and 9. Unless otherwise specified 
in the mark schemes, markers will apply these guidelines in all cases.
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