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 To know that deciding the structure 

of music when composing can help 

us create interesting music with 

contrasting sections.

 To know that combining different 

instruments and different rhythms 

when we compose can create layers 

of sound we call ‘texture’.

 To know that a ‘loop’ in music is a 

repeated melody or rhythm.

1. To know that changing the dynamics 
of a musical phrase or motif can 
change the texture of a piece of 
music. 

 To know that when you sing without 

accompaniment it is called ‘A 

Cappella’.

 To know that harmony means 

playing two notes at the same time 

that usually sound good together.

 To know that an ostinato is a 

musical pattern that is repeated 

over and over; a vocal ostinato is a 

pattern created with your voice.

 To know that ‘performance 

directions’ are words added to 

musical notation to tell the 

performers how to play.

 To understand that musical motifs 

(repeating patterns) are used as a building 

block in many well-known pieces of music 

for example, Beethoven’s fifth symphony 

(dah dah dah dum!).

 To know that ‘transposing’ a melody means 

changing its key, making it higher or lower 

pitched.

 To know that a motif can be adapted by 

changing the notes, the rhythm or the order 

of notes.

 To know that samba music originated in 

Brazil, South America and its main 

musical feature is syncopated rhythms.

 To understand that the ‘on beat’ is the 

pulse of a piece of music, and the ‘off 

beat’ is beats that fall in between these.

 To understand that a rhythmic break is a 

place in the music where some of the 

instruments play a new rhythm before 

going back to the original rhythms.
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 To understand that a chord is the 

layering of several pitches played at 

the same time.

 To know that 12-bar Blues is a 

sequence of 12 bars of music, made up 

of three different chords.

 To know that ‘blues’ music aims to 

share feelings and blues songs tend to 

be about sadness or worry.

 To know that a ‘bent note’ is a note 

that varies in its pitch, e.g. the pitch 

may slide up or down.

 To understand that a chord is the 

layering of several pitches played at 

the same time.

 To understand that a chord is the 

layering of several pitches played at 

the same time.

 To know that 12-bar Blues is a 

sequence of 12 bars of music, made up 

of three different chords.

 To know that ‘blues’ music aims to 

share feelings and blues songs tend to 

be about sadness or worry.

 To know that a ‘bent note’ is a note 

that varies in its pitch, e.g. the pitch 

may slide up or down.

 To understand that a chord is the 

layering of several pitches played at 

the same time.

 To know that songs sung in other 

languages can contain sounds that are 

unfamiliar to us, like the clicks of the 

Xhosa language.

 To know that ‘The Click Song’ is a 

traditional song sung in the Xhosa 

language and is believed to bring good 

luck at weddings.

 To understand that major chords 

create a bright, happy sound.

 To know that poly-rhythms means 

many rhythms played at once.
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